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This stage is located in L’Alcoià, which stands out due 
to its environmental value and beautiful landscape, 
included in the protected landscape of the Maigmó 
mountain range and El Cid. A mountainous area 
dominated by large peaks, crests and rocky cliffs 
as well as the abundant vegetation dominated by 
the Aleppo tree. We can enjoy some beautiful views 
at any time, from views of other summits such as 
the peaks of Aitana and the Campana Puig, of the 
Alicante coastline or panoramic views of towns such 
as Petrer, Elda or Castalla.

We start from the town of Onil, heading for Castalla. 
After crossing the town centre we continue south on 
the CV- 817 through olives and almond groves. 

We begin to clim track among a dense pine forest. 
A few yards further on we will get good views of 
Castalla, crowned by its castle and we will come 
across the ruins of some ancient gypsum quarries.

A hard climb will take us to the Alto de Castalla. We 
will pass the ruins of the House of the Angel and 
the El Collado de Roque, reaching a height of 1,007 
m. Once at the Alto de Castalla, we can get to the 
summit and enjoy magnificent views. 

After a first descent we climb back up to the summit 
of the Despeñador, at a height of 1,261 m. along a 
steep track with rocky stretches, but the effort will 
be worth it. 

In this last section we descend to the Recreational 
Area of Xorret de Catí, where we can enjoy a pleasant 
rest in the heart of the countryside, passing first 
by the Pico del Fraile, the Crestería del Fraile and 
ViewPoint the Catí. 
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ACTIVE TOURISM
The nNatural environment ideal for practising sports 
such as hiking, cycling, mountain biking and climbing. 

It has eleven short trails that cross this village and 
that are full of history as we will find quarries, gypsum 
ovens and mills that show that gypsum was extracted 
and that it was an important activity in days gone by: 
PR-CV 28, PR-CV 29, PR-CV 30, PR-CV 31, PR-CV 32, 
PR-CV 33, PR-CV 34, PR-CV 85, PR- CV 86, PR- CV 
141 and PR-CV 143. 

Xorret de Catí offers us activities such as climbing on 
the climbing wall or on the Via Ferrata of Xorret de 
Catí, as well as a botanical route.

Castalla is a famous place for cycling because the 
ascent of the mountain pass to the top of Xorret has 
been part of the Tour of Spain on many occasions. 

Since its mountains have been declared Areas of 
Special Protection for Birds, it is an ideal place for bird 
watching, including some species of birds of prey. 

Castalla
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NATURE
The municipal district of Castalla occupies the 
mountains of west and southwest Foia, these being: 
Sierra de la Algueña, Sierra de Castalla and the 
north of Sierra del Maigmó, with abundant vegetation 
dominated by Aleppo pines and aromatic herbs. 

There are two beautiful spots where you can enjoy the 
environment, El Xorret de Catí and Foia Catalina. 

HISTORY AND CULTURE
Its old town with steep and narrow streets full of 
charm and its castle, declared a cultural heritage 
site.

You can visit the Convent of San Francisco de Paula, 
the Town Hall, the Red House, stroll along the main 
street, the parish church of Nuestra Señora de la 
Asunción, Casa del Fester, Casa Paco Rico, Casa 
d’Enric Valor. 

GASTRONOMY
Castalla is very well known in the province for the 
making of its famous dish los gaspatxos, a real 
culinary ritual. 




